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Research infrastructures serve as vital interfaces between data providers and user groups. Within the 
German National Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI), the Text+ consortium focuses on text- and 
language-based research data across three core domains: collections, scholarly editions, and lexical 
resources. Since 2021, Text+ has been developing a federated data space that integrates 
geographically and organizationally distributed data centers to ensure the FAIR (Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, Reusable) and transparent provision of resources. 

A central pillar of the Text+ Data Space is the consistent application of metadata, including controlled 
vocabularies and authority files. These elements are essential for enhancing resource discovery and 
findability. By connecting an extensive resource inventory based on shared vocabulary and referenced 
authority file entities the researchers are able to navigate a complex digital landscape. The use of 
authority files and persistent identifiers (PIDs) offers additional advantages: they provide stable 
references to disambiguated entities and ensure interoperability within a heterogeneous and evolving 
environment. 

However, establishing such a large-scale infrastructure involves significant challenges. These range 
from the structural heterogeneity of data formats to the semantic diversity of metadata—which must 
balance global applicability with project-specific requirements. Furthermore, a primary goal is the 
user-friendly design of services that cater to a wide range of researchers with varying levels of 
technical expertise. 

This poster presents the search experience within the Text+ Data Space. Through practical examples, 
we demonstrate how researchers can effectively navigate the infrastructure and how the integration 
of metadata and authority files facilitates the discovery of text- and language-based research data. 
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Figure 1: The Text+ Data Space as a slight variation of the Text+ Architecture2. ​
Grayed-out sections are on the roadmap and not implemented yet as of December 2025. 
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